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Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
August 11, 2014 

Education Center 

7:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
  

 Sherry Hicks, President 

 Jerry Don Woods, Vice-President  

 Brandon Carter, Secretary    

 Jerry Dawson 

 Jody Sigle   

 

I. Call to Order  
 

President Hicks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

None 

 

III. Information Items 

 

A.  Building Reports 

 

Today was the first day back for teachers.  Principals reported a productive week of professional 

development and preparing for the first day of school.  Enrollment numbers were reviewed with the new 

building configurations and it appears enrollment numbers will continue to grow.  Principals also thanked 

the custodial staff for their hard work this summer.  All buildings are clean and ready for students.   

 

B.  Curriculum Report 

 

Mr. Burris and Mrs. Kuras finished up the month of July training teachers and administrators on topics 

such as TESS and BloomBoard.   

 

C.  Financial Report 

 

Jennifer Thaxton provided the financial report.  The district has an ending balance of $3,929,289.83 in 

total operating funds and $1,019,361.95 in total building funds as of July 31, 2014.   

 

D.  Food Service Management Report 

 

Ms. Figueroa and Chartwells site director, Greg Taylor, were on hand to discuss the new food service 

program.  The cooks have been working hard learning new recipes and training. Chartwells will host a 

banquet on Thursday for all staff.  President Hicks thanked Ms. Figueroa, Mr. Taylor, and all of the 

foodservice staff for their hard work noting that everyone is looking forward to seeing the positive 

changes in store for the food service department. 
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E.  Maintenance and Transportation Report 

 

Mr. Vestal reported that the transportation department is ready to roll on Monday.  There will be some 

growing pains with the new building configurations but they will remain flexible and adjust accordingly.  

Facility projects are all nearing completion.  The new gym and field lighting projects turned out great and 

have been excellent upgrade to the facilities.   

 

IV. Discussion Items 

 

Mr. Sigle requested an update on the hiring of two school resource officers from the county.  Mr. Vestal 

reported that the application process was going well; however, he would like for Mr. Thompson and the 

principals to meet the final candidates before they are officially hired.  He also assured administration and 

the board that there will be coverage from the county on the first day of school. 

 

V. Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

  

Approval of the July 15, 2014 regular meeting minutes and August 1, 2014 special meeting minutes  

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Approval of the July 2014 bills as submitted 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve all of the action items by consensus as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VI. Action Items 

 

A.  Petition for Reinstatement of Previously Expelled Student 

 

Name omitted and his mother petitioned the board for reinstatement after name omitted was expelled on 

May 19, 2014.   

 

President Hicks advised the student and parent of their right for the hearing to be held in private.  Both 

student and mother requested a private hearing.  The board adjourned to private session at 7:32 p.m. and 

returned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Woods moved to readmit the student immediately.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

B.  Petition for Student Transfer 

 

A petition for student transfer was received from name omitted on behalf of her children, name omitted 

and name omitted, to transfer from Dardanelle to Pottsville. 

 

A petition for student transfer was received from name omitted on behalf of his daughter, name omitted, 

to transfer from Dardanelle to Russellville. 

 

A petition for student transfer was received from name omitted on behalf of her son, name omitted, to 

transfer from Dardanelle to Russellville. 
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A petition for student transfer was received from name omitted on behalf of her son, name omitted, to 

transfer from Dardanelle to Russellville. 

 

A petition for student transfer was received from name omitted on behalf of her son, name omitted, to 

transfer from Russellville to Dardanelle.  

 

After a review of all transfer requests, administration recommended approving the transfers.  Mr. Sigle 

moved to accept administration’s recommendation to approve all transfers as submitted.  Motion carried 

5-0. 

 

C.  Intermediate Construction Change Order  

 

Administration recommended approving a change order for the Dardanelle Intermediate Construction.  

The total change order will be $8,293.06 including the contingency.  A detailed description of the change 

order is attached. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the change order as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Board Meeting Minutes August 11, 2014 Page 4 

 

Executive Session 

 

 

 

The board adjourned to executive session at 8:00 p.m. and returned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Employment 

 

Administration recommended employing Sara Cole with a BA+12 and 0 years of experience as an 

Intermediate Special Education Instructor effective the 2014-2015 school year contingent upon 

completing the requirements of the criminal records background check.   

 

Administration recommended Randy Isely serve as a Pathwise Mentor for Karie Kuras for the Fall 

Semester only during the 2014-2015 school year. 

 

Administration recommended approving a maternity leave request for Lyndsey Hill around the end of 

August for approximately six to eight weeks. 

 

Administration recommended the following Lane Changes for the 2014-2015 school year: 

 

Amy Montgomery BA +24  Karie Kuras MA +12 

Sherry Streety MA   Margie Ennis MA +12 

Shawn Walters MA   Laurie Gagne MA +12 

Maunette Gateley BA +12  Brittany Curtis BA +24 

Laura Hightower BA +12  Michael Bramlett MA +12 

Terri Fox MA    Russell Sturdivant BA +12 

Silbia Galan MA 

 

Resignations: 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Paul Farnam as a Bus Driver effective the end 

of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Daniece Cozad as a Cook effective the end of 

the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

VIII. Adjourn   

 

At 8:11 p.m. Mr. Carter moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Sherry Hicks, President    Brandon Carter, Secretary 

 


